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OBJETIVE

The objective of this document is to provide QRS surveyors and staff with the
specific requirements, instructions, clarifications, etc., issued by the Flag State
Administration (FSA) of the flag in reference, to assist them in carrying out the
necessary surveys and issue the relevant Interim/Short Term Certificates as
authorized, or proceed with the endorsement of Full-Term Certificates, as the case
may be. These requirements derive from the different Resolutions, Marine Circulars
(MQ), and instructions that have been issued by the SKAN.

This document is also a reference also for QRS HO for reviewing of

technical documentation.
SCOPE

This procedure is applicable to all survey and certification activities carried
out on behalf of the Flag State Administration of ST KITTS & NEVIS.

DESCRIPTION OF
REQUIREMENTS

-The official name to be placed in the certificates
issued on behalf of the FSA is ST KITTS & NEVIS
SHIP REGISTRY.

-Specific  requirements, flag state
guidelines, and interpretations are generally
published as Marine Circulars

-(MC), some of which are designated to carry the
weight of rules and regulations.

These are issued periodically and are available at
www.skanregistry.com/en/maritime circulars.
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MC 149 25 - October 2025

PRIVATE YACHTS WITH LIMITED CHARTER
ALLOWANCE

The RMI YACHT CODE intended for yachts will be implemented, in accordance with the
provisions established in international conventions. These yachts may be chartered under
certain conditions for up to 12 weeks / 84 days per calendar year, with a maximum of 12
passengers, and must present a Limited Charter Allowance.
Applicable to yachts operating outside SKAN waters.
Requirements for Small Yachts (less than 24 m LOA and less than 500 GT)
o Comply with Chapters I and IV of the RMI YACHT CODE.
e Carry a copy of the RMI YACHT CODE on board.
e Annual inspection by an Authorized Inspector or RO.
e An MSMD (Minimum Safe Manning Document) is not mandatory.
o Captain’s certificate of competency or license appropriate to the size and type of
yacht.
Requirements for Yachts (more than 24 m LOA and up to 500 GT)
o Comply with Chapters I and IV of the RMI YACHT CODE.
* Annual inspection by an Authorized Inspector or RO.
e An MSMD (Minimum Safe Manning Document) is mandatory.
Certification
e Upon passing the annual inspection, an Interim Private Yacht Limited Charter
(PLYC) Compliance Certificate will be issued, valid for 5 months.
¢ The Administration will issue the Full-Term (FT) Private Yacht Limited Charter
(PLYC) Compliance Certificate, valid for 1 year from the inspection date, upon
submission of the Survey Report and the Private Yacht Limited Charter (PLYC)
Compliance Certificate.
Records
+ While under charter, the yacht’s status changes from private to commercial, and
this change must be properly documented.
e All changes must be recorded in the logbook.
¢ The Administration must be informed of the commencement and completion of the
limited charter.
» The circular's annex details the certificates required for each type of yacht.
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MC 130 25 - October 2025

REVISED TEMPLATE OF THE DECLARATION OF
MARITIME LABOUR COMPLIANCE PART I (DMLC PART)

As of the date of issuance of this circular, all newly issued DMLC Part | shall have a validity
of five (5) years and shall include the following amendments:

4. Seafarer Employment Agreements (Regulation 2.1)

Regulation 7 of the Merchant Shipping (Maritime Labour Convention, 2006) Regulations
2013, as amended by Regulation 4 of the Merchant Shipping (Maritime Labour Convention,
2006) (Amendment) Regulations, 2023.

11. Health, Safety and Accident Prevention (Regulation 4.3)

Regulation 19 of the Merchant Shipping (Maritime Labour Convention, 2006) Regulations
2013, as amended by Regulation 7 of the Merchant Shipping (Maritime Labour Convention,
2006) (Amendment) Regulations, 2023.

15. Financial Security for Repatriation (Regulation 2.5)
Regulation 5 of the Merchant Shipping (Maritime Labour Convention, 2006) (Amendment)
Regulations, 2023.

16. Financial Security for Shipowners’ Liability (Regulation 4.2)
Regulation 6 of the Merchant Shipping (Maritime Labour Convention, 2006) (Amendment)
Regulations, 2023.

All DMLC Part | issued prior to the entry into force of this circular, or those without an expiry
date, shall be renewed at the MLC renewal survey / audit.

MC 51 13 - October 2025

PROCEDURES & GUIDANCE FOR CERTIFICATION FOR THE
MARITIME LABOUR CONVENTION, 2006 (MLC 2006)
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The MLC guidance and procedures for certification under the Convention have been updated.
The following points shall be taken into consideration.

With regard to seafarers, they shall be recognized as essential workers in order to facilitate their
mobility. In addition, States shall allow non-discriminatory access to certification, and such
certification shall not be denied on grounds of public health, public safety, or public order without
a written justification.

Regarding change of class, reference shall be made to Circular MC 54 13 (Rev.1), which
follows the IACS procedural requirement PR36 Rev.1.

Concerning accommodation and recreational facilities on board, these shall comply with
Standard A3.1 and Guideline B3.1.11 of the MLC, and shall provide seafarers with appropriate
recreational facilities, services, and amenities.

In relation to financial security, any P&l Club that fails to comply with its obligations under the
applicable standards may have its approval revoked.

With respect to cooks, food and catering, it shall be ensured that adequate supplies of food
and water are available on board, taking into account the number of seafarers, religious
requirements, and cultural practices.

Regarding medical care and health protection, the use of the Mariners Medico Guide App
is accepted as an equivalent to the International Medical Guide for Ships (IMGS).

Reference is made to the new DMLC Part |, where required depending on the applicable
process. Additionally, the fee for requesting an extension has been updated to USD 450, as well
as the update of physical addresses.

_“ 5
I

REV 05 . QRSC|OSS December 2025




SOLAS 2026

3\
. Safe mooring operations

\
‘ Modernization of the GMDSS
\

/
’ Safety of ships using LNG as fuel

Towards SOLAS 2026

The 105th session of the IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee in April 2022 was the last session
to adopt amendments to the 2024 update of SOLAS and the related mandatory codes.
Amendments adopted less than 18 months before 1 January 2024 would normally be pushed
to the next four-year cycle of entry into force.

The IMO has, however, recognized that the COVID-19 situation has caused delays in some
ongoing work and has hence introduced an ad hoc mid-term amendments cycle. The next
update of SOLAS will therefore enter into force on 1 January 2026 and will include amendments
adopted before 1 July 2024.
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WHICH AMENDMENTS BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM JANUARY 2026

- Amendments to SOLAS chapter II-2 - The prohibition of using oil fuel with a flashpoint of
less than 60°C

- Amendments to SOLAS Regulations.lI-1/3-13. Information on new requirements on lifting
appliances and anchor handling winches.

- Amendments to SOLAS Prohibition on the use and storage of fire-extinguishing media
containing PFOS (SOLAS Reg.11-2/10.11 Fire-extinguishing media restrictions).

- Amendments to SOLAS — Safety measures for non-SOLAS ships operating in the polar
waters (SOLAS Reg.XIV/3-1).

- Amendments to SOLAS — Oil fuel quality (SOLAS Reg.ll-2/4)

- Amendments to SOLAS - Fire detection and fire alarm system for control stations and
cargo control rooms (SOLAS Reg.lI-2/7)

- Amendments to SOLAS - Fires safety existing ro-ro passenger ships (SOLAS Reg.lI-
2/20)

- Amendments to Grain Code - New loading condition for the carriage of grain

- Amendments to IGC Code to permit the use of high-manganese austenitic steel as a
cryogenic material having minimum design temperature -165°C.

- Amendments to the LSA Code - Revised recommendation on testing of life-saving
appliances, Chapter 4/4.6 ventilation of totally enclosed lifeboats, Chapter 2 In water
performance of life jackets, Chapter 6 Lowering speed of survival crafts and rescue boats
and Chapter 4 Single fall and hook system for launching lifeboats or rescue boats.
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