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OBJETIVE

The objective of this document is to provide QRS surveyors and staff
with the specific requirements, instructions, clarifications, etc., issued by the
Flag State Administration (FSA) of the flag in reference, to assist them in
carrying out the necessary surveys and issue the relevant Interim/Short Term
Certificates as authorized, or proceed with the endorsement of Full-Term
Certificates, as the case may be. These requirements derive from the different
Resolutions, Marine Circulars (MC), and instructions that have been issued by
the SKAN.

This document is also a reference also for QRS HO for reviewing of

technical documentation.
SCOPE

This procedure is applicable to all survey and certification activities
carried out on behalf of the Flag State Administration of ST KITTS & NEVIS.

DESCRIPTION OF
REQUIREMENTS

-The official name to be placed in the certificates
issued on behalf of the FSA is ST KITTS & NEVIS
SHIP REGISTRY.

-Specific  requirements, flag state
guidelines, and interpretations are generally
published as Marine Circulars

-(MC), some of which are designated to carry the
weight of rules and regulations.
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MC 146 - 25, February 2026
CONTINUOS DISCHAGE CERTIFICATE IDENTITY DOCUMENT

(DISCHARGE BOOK)

It establishes as a mandatory requirement that all seafarers working on board vessels
registered under its flag must hold a valid Continuous Discharge Certificate (CDC),
also known as a seaman’s book. The main purpose of this circular is to correct a previous
practice in which the CDC was issued primarily to officers, despite the fact that the current
legislation—specifically the Merchant Shipping Act—does not distinguish between
officers and other crew members. With this revision, the maritime authority makes it clear
that the requirement applies uniformly to the entire crew without exception.

From an operational standpoint, the circular introduces an important change in crew
management, as it requires shipowners, operators, and managers to ensure that every
crew member holds a CDC prior to embarkation. This makes the document an essential
element of onboard document control, along with Basic Safety Training certificates under
the STCW Convention. In practice, this implies stricter recruitment and verification
processes, as well as closer coordination with crewing agencies to avoid non-compliance.

From a regulatory perspective, this measure strengthens the alignment of the St. Kitts &
Nevis registry with international standards such as STCW and MLC 2006, particularly
regarding the traceability of a seafarer's work experience and the formalization of their
sea service record. The CDC becomes key evidence of sea service, which also benefits
the seafarer by facilitating the validation of professional experience and enhancing labor
protection.

The impact on inspections is significant, as the CDC becomes a verifiable item in both
Flag State inspections and Port State Control (PSC). The absence of this document for
any crew member may result in deficiencies, observations, or even vessel detention.
Therefore, the circular is not only administrative in nature but also preventive in
addressing operational and regulatory risks.
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MC 150 - 26, FEBRUARY 2026

AMEMDMENTS TO THE STCW CODE TABLE A-VI/1-4 PERSONAL
SAFETY AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES TRAINING

Before this circular, the PSSR course was delivered under the traditional STCW
framework, with previously established content and methodology, without incorporating
the most recent amendments adopted by the IMO. In practice, many administrations and
training centers continued using outdated programs that did not fully reflect updated
approaches to safe behavior, onboard social awareness, and safety culture.

With the issuance of MC 150, the Administration introduces the new requirement to align
with the revised IMO course, meaning that PSSR training must be updated in accordance
with the amended STCW provisions. This requires training centers, shipowners, and
operators to ensure that seafarers are trained under the new updated standard, rather
than previous versions of the course.

From an operational standpoint, this circular reinforces that PSSR is not just a basic
requirement, but a key component in the behavioral and safety training of seafarers,
including aspects such as
onboard coexistence,
individual responsibility,
effective  communication, and
human risk prevention.
Consequently, companies
must  verify that crew
certificates  correspond to
courses that comply with the
updated amendments.

In summary, the key change is

a shift from PSSR training based on older STCW versions to mandatory training aligned
with the updated amendments, ensuring greater compliance with international standards
and strengthening onboard safety culture.
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MC 150 - 26, March 2026

ESCALATION OF SECURITY RISKS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND
RECOMMENDED PRECAUTIONS FOR VESSELS

The circular aims to raise awareness about the increasing security risks in the Middle
East, particularly in the Strait of Hormuz, and to guide maritime stakeholders in
preventing incidents and protecting crews. Given a situation considered volatile and
unpredictable, it recommends avoiding the affected area, maintaining high levels of
vigilance, conducting risk assessments before each voyage, applying ISPS Code
measures, and maintaining constant communication with authorities and security
centers.

It also requires compliance with international regulations such as SOLAS (including
the use of LRIT) and the Maritime Labour Convention, ensuring the physical and
mental well-being of seafarers, their right to repatriation, and adequate communication
conditions. The Administration will continue to monitor the situation and issue updates
as necessary.
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SOLAS 2026

A
‘ Safe mooring operations
\

‘ Modernization of the GMDSS
{

VA
. Safety of ships using LNG as fuel
V4

ife-saving appliances

Towards SOLAS 2026

The 105th session of the IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee in April 2022 was the last
session to adopt amendments to the 2024 update of SOLAS and the related mandatory
codes. Amendments adopted less than 18 months before 1 January 2024 would
normally be pushed to the next four-year cycle of entry into force.

The IMO has, however, recognized that the COVID-19 situation has caused delays in
some ongoing work and has hence introduced an ad hoc mid-term amendments cycle.
The next update of SOLAS will therefore enter into force on 1 January 2026 and will
include amendments adopted before 1 July 2024.
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WHICH AMENDMENTS BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM JANUARY 2026

Amendments to SOLAS chapter 1I-2 - The prohibition of using oil fuel with a
flashpoint of less than 60°C

Amendments to SOLAS Regulations.ll-1/3-13. Information on new requirements
on lifting appliances and anchor handling winches.

Amendments to SOLAS Prohibition on the use and storage of fire-extinguishing
media containing PFOS (SOLAS Reg.ll-2/10.11 Fire-extinguishing media
restrictions).

Amendments to SOLAS — Safety measures for non-SOLAS ships operating in the
polar waters (SOLAS Reg.XIV/3-1).

Amendments to SOLAS — Oil fuel quality (SOLAS Reg.llI-2/4)

Amendments to SOLAS - Fire detection and fire alarm system for control stations
and cargo control rooms (SOLAS Reg.lI-2/7)

Amendments to SOLAS — Fires safety existing ro-ro passenger ships (SOLAS
Reg.11-2/20)

Amendments to Grain Code - New loading condition for the carriage of grain
Amendments to IGC Code to permit the use of high-manganese austenitic steel
as a cryogenic material having minimum design temperature -165°C.
Amendments to the LSA Code - Revised recommendation on testing of life-saving
appliances, Chapter 4/4.6 ventilation of totally enclosed lifeboats, Chapter 2 In
water performance of life jackets, Chapter 6 Lowering speed of survival crafts and
rescue boats and Chapter 4 Single fall and hook system for launching lifeboats or
rescue boats.

WHICH AMENDMENTS BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM JANUARY 2027

No major SOLAS amendments enter into force in 2027.
Focus is on stricter enforcement of existing regulations and compliance with
environmental requirements (CII/SEEMP) — no new SOLAS chapter changes.

WHICH AMENDMENTS BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM JANUARY 2028

Amendments to SOLAS Chapter I1-2 — Fire protection updates for passenger and
cargo ships.

Amendments to SOLAS Chapter V — Safety of navigation, including updated
requirements for bridge equipment and navigation procedures.

WHICH AMENDMENTS BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM JANUARY 2029

Amendments to LSA Code (linked to SOLAS Chapter Ill) — Life-saving appliances:
o Revised ventilation requirements for totally enclosed lifeboats.
o Updates on lowering speeds of survival crafts and rescue boats.
o Testing and performance requirements for lifejackets and single-fall launch
systems.
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