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OBJETIVE

The objective of this document is to provide QRS surveyors and
staff with the specific requirements, instructions, clarifications, etc.,
issued by the Flag State Administration (FSA) of the flag in reference,
to assist them in carrying out the necessary surveys and issue the
relevant Interim/Short Term Certificates as authorized, or proceed with
the endorsement of Full-Term Certificates, as the case may be. These
requirements derive from the different Resolutions, Marine Circulars
(MC), and instructions that have been issued by the SKAN.

This document is also a reference also for QRS HO for
reviewing of technical documentation.

This procedure is applicable to all survey and certification
activities carried out on behalf of the Flag State Administration of ST
KITTS & NEVIS.

DESCRIPTION OF
REQUIREMENTS

-The official name to be placed in the
certificates issued on behalf of the FSA is ST
KITTS & NEVIS SHIP REGISTRY.

-Specific requirements, flag state
guidelines, and interpretations are

generally published as Marine Circulars

-(MC), some of which are designated to carry
the weight of rules and regulations.

These are issued periodically and are available at
www.skanregistry.com/en/maritime circulars.
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MC 152 26, May 2026

Mandatory Reporting Protocols for Recognized Organizations (Ro):

Statutory Compliance, Certification Validity, And Toca Procedures

It is hereby reminded that Recognized Organizations (ROs), shipowners, and technical
managers must strictly comply with their obligations regarding the notification and
monitoring of the status of statutory certification.

Any change affecting the validity of statutory certificates (such as suspension, expiration,
or withdrawal), as well as delays or failures in ISM, ISPS, or MLC audits, must be reported
immediately to the Administration. Situations that must also be reported include
compliance risks, the issuance of conditional certificates, and any circumstances that may
affect the validity of the vessel's statutory certification.

Furthermore, strict compliance with the TOCA procedure is emphasized, ensuring that all
relevant information and supporting documentation are submitted from the outset of the
process in order to maintain proper regulatory oversight. Requests for extensions must
always be submitted before the applicable deadline, as retrospective requests will not be
accepted.

All formal notifications must be sent exclusively to the designated email address:
RO@skanregistry.com.
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MC 153 - 26, May 2026

Enhanced Oversight, Statutory Survey Rigor, And Mandatory Reporting
— Tokyo Mou Performance Review 2025

The Administration expresses its concern regarding the poor performance of the Registry and
requires Recognized Organizations (ROs) to exercise stricter oversight during inspections. The
following measures are required:

¢ Implementation of the ISM Code: Ensure that safety management systems are fully
understood and effectively implemented, rather than being limited to documentary
reviews.

o Safety and Fire-Fighting Equipment: Conduct thorough verification of the operational
readiness and maintenance status of all safety and fire-fighting equipment.

¢ MARPOL Convention: Perform strict verification of compliance with the Convention,
including the proper operation of oily water separators and ballast water management
systems.

e MLC Convention: Strengthen oversight of crew wages, hours of rest, and repatriation
arrangements.

A zero-tolerance policy is established for deficiencies in critical areas. Accordingly, Recognized

Organizations (ROs) shall implement the following measures:

e Immediate notification of:

a) Major non-conformities;

b) Serious technical findings;

c) Requests for authorization to issue conditional statutory certificates; and
d) The suspension or withdrawal of statutory certificates.

o Timely reporting of inspection findings, corrective action plans, and all supporting
documentation without delay.

e Preventive action to ensure that all identified deficiencies are fully rectified before any
statutory certificate is issued or endorsed.

Failure to comply with these obligations may result in disciplinary measures, including the

suspension of surveyors, additional audits of Recognized Organizations, the imposition of
operational restrictions, or, where appropriate, the withdrawal of the delegation of authority.
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MC 154 — 26, May 2026

Mandatory Enforcement Actions, Strategic Cooperation, And Crew
Welfare Oversight

This Circular establishes the mandatory inspection and compliance requirements for Flag
State Inspectors (FSls) with the objective of improving the Registry's performance.

The Circular reinforces the requirement for more rigorous inspections, particularly in the
following critical areas:

o Bridge Resource Management: Thorough verification of bridge discipline, voyage
planning, and the effective use of navigation systems, including the Electronic Chart
Display and Information System (ECDIS).

o Lifesaving and Fire-Fighting Equipment: A zero-tolerance approach to deficiencies
involving lifeboats, fire pumps, and emergency systems.

e Structural Condition and Machinery: Direct assessment of the vessel's structural
condition and machinery to identify and address systematic maintenance deficiencies.

e Maritime Labour Convention (MLC) Compliance: Enhanced oversight of crew
performance, onboard drills, recordkeeping, and overall compliance with the Maritime
Labour Convention (MLC). This includes verifying the timely payment of crew wages, strict
compliance with mandatory hours of rest, and the proper implementation of repatriation
procedures where applicable, considering the increasing number of complaints submitted
to the International Transport Workers' Federation (ITF) and/or Port State Control (PSC)
authorities.

In addition, Flag State Inspectors are instructed to notify the Administration whenever vessels
flying the Registry's flag are present at ports within their respective regions, to assess whether
a Flag State inspection should be carried out.

Finally, the Circular emphasizes the responsibility of Flag State Inspectors to perform their
duties with impartiality, professionalism, and due diligence, while avoiding any conflicts of
interest.

Inspection reports and all related correspondence shall be submitted to:

e enguiries@skanregistry.com

o FSl@skanregistry.com

- 5

I
REV 07 June 2026
HQRSCIOSS



mailto:enquiries@skanregistry.com
mailto:FSI@skanregistry.com

MC 155 - 26,June 2026

Mandatory Reporting Of Ship-To-Ship Transfer (STS) Operations

This Circular establishes the mandatory prior notification requirements for ship-to-ship (STS)
transfers of oil conducted by oil tankers of 150 gross tons or more flying the flag of Saint Kitts
and Nevis.

Certain operations are excluded from these requirements, including transfers associated with
offshore platforms, emergency situations, and non-commercial government vessels. The
Circular also requires strict compliance with the provisions of MARPOL and the relevant
International Maritime Organization (IMO) guidelines, as well as the maintenance of onboard
records that must be available for inspection.

Effective 1 July 2026, all STS operations shall be notified to the Administration at least 24

hours in advance by email to STS@skanregistry.com. The notification shall include, at

A minimum, the following information:

¢ Name, IMO number, and flag of the Saint Kitts and Nevis-flagged vessel.

e Name, IMO number, and flag of the counterpart vessel(s), where available.

e Planned geographical location of the STS operation, including coordinates where
available.

e Estimated date and time of commencement of the operation.

¢ Type of oil cargo and the approximate quantity to be transferred.

¢ Confirmation that the vessel has an approved STS Operations Plan and that the transfer
will be conducted in accordance with that plan and the applicable international guidelines.

Any cancellation, amendment, or postponement of the planned STS operation shall also be
reported to the Administration without delay.

The Circular reiterates that operations associated with offshore platforms, emergency
situations, and non-commercial government vessels are exempt from these notification
requirements. Nevertheless, compliance with MARPOL and the applicable IMO guidelines
remains mandatory, and all relevant records shall be maintained onboard for inspection.

Finally, all parties involved, including Recognized Organizations, are instructed to support the

implementation of this Circular and to report any irregularities to the Administration. The
Circular shall remain in force from its effective date until amended or superseded.
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SOLAS 2026

3\
‘ Safe mooring operations
\

‘ Modernization of the GMDSS
{

SOLANGED

Watertight integrity

ife-saving appliances

VA
’ Safety of ships using LNG as fuel

Towards SOLAS 2026

The 105th session of the IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee in April 2022 was the last session
to adopt amendments to the 2024 update of SOLAS and the related mandatory codes.
Amendments adopted less than 18 months before 1 January 2024 would normally be pushed
to the next four-year cycle of entry into force.

The IMO has, however, recognized that the COVID-19 situation has caused delays in some ongoing
work and has hence introduced an ad hoc mid-term amendments cycle. The next update of SOLAS
will therefore enter into force on 1 January 2026 and will include amendments adopted before 1
July 2024.
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WHICH AMENDMENTS BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM JANUARY 2026

Amendments to SOLAS chapter II-2 - The prohibition of using oil fuel with a flashpoint of
less than 60°C

Amendments to SOLAS Regulations.ll-1/3-13. Information on new requirements on lifting
appliances and anchor handling winches.

Amendments to SOLAS Prohibition on the use and storage of fire-extinguishing media
containing PFOS (SOLAS Reg.lI-2/10.11 Fire-extinguishing media restrictions).
Amendments to SOLAS — Safety measures for non-SOLAS ships operating in the polar
waters (SOLAS Reg.XIV/3-1).

Amendments to SOLAS — Qil fuel quality (SOLAS Reg.l1-2/4)

Amendments to SOLAS - Fire detection and fire alarm system for control stations and cargo
control rooms (SOLAS Reg.Il-2/7)

Amendments to SOLAS — Fires safety existing ro-ro passenger ships (SOLAS Reg.l1-2/20)
Amendments to Grain Code - New loading condition for the carriage of grain
Amendments to IGC Code to permit the use of high-manganese austenitic steel as a
cryogenic material having minimum design temperature -165°C.

Amendments to the LSA Code - Revised recommendation on testing of life-saving
appliances, Chapter 4/4.6 ventilation of totally enclosed lifeboats, Chapter 2 In water
performance of life jackets, Chapter 6 Lowering speed of survival crafts and rescue boats
and Chapter 4 Single fall and hook system for launching lifeboats or rescue boats.

WHICH AMENDMENTS BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM JANUARY 2027

No major SOLAS amendments enter into force in 2027.
Focus is on stricter enforcement of existing regulations and compliance with
environmental requirements (CIl/SEEMP) — no new SOLAS chapter changes.

WHICH AMENDMENTS BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM JANUARY 2028

Amendments to SOLAS Chapter II-2 — Fire protection updates for passenger and cargo
ships.

Amendments to SOLAS Chapter V — Safety of navigation, including updated requirements
for bridge equipment and navigation procedures.

WHICH AMENDMENTS BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM JANUARY 2029

Amendments to LSA Code (linked to SOLAS Chapter Ill) — Life-saving appliances:
o Revised ventilation requirements for totally enclosed lifeboats.
o Updates on lowering speeds of survival crafts and rescue boats.
o Testing and performance requirements for lifejackets and single-fall launch
systems.
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